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Chairman’s Report
This will be my last report as 
Chair of the Association as I 
am not seeking re-election 
at the AGM. I have enjoyed 
my time on Excom and 
particularly appreciate the 
support and help of those 
living in the Marina. To those 
staff, members and residents 
who have worked tirelessly 
for the good of the Marina 
and the surrounding areas I 
express, on behalf of all of 
us, our thanks for their hard 
work, in whatever form they 
provided, be it administration, 
professional support and 
advice, the hard physical work 
in all weathers by some and 
from all a genuine care for the 
area in which we live.

It is necessary to contrast this 
with the failure of Council, 
despite high salaries and 
‘executive’ titles to carryout 

the work they are selected 
or employed to do. The long 
running attempts to get the 
department of Economic, 
Environmental and Spatial 
Planning to perform to an 
acceptable standard has now 
reached national political 
levels and I hope we will 
have a resolution by the AGM. 
Despite his efforts, our Ward 
Councillor, David D’Alton, 
elected by popular vote has 
been unable like others before 
him, to crack the relationship 
between city employees 
and some Councillors. These 
are political appointees 
selected by their parties and 
placed, in some cases, in 
positions for which they are 
clearly unqualified without 
the experience to oversee 
departments and regarded 
as ‘untouchable’, for fear of 

political retribution, by those 
around them. Some positions 
appear to have been used 
purely as stepping stones for 
higher office – an internship 
paid for by the residents of 
the City of Cape Town. 

Whilst we have a say in the 
election of Ward Councillors 
we have no say in the 
selection of the proportional 
representative councillors or 
their selection for positions 
for which some are not 
suitable. We suffer as a result 
and the Ward Councillors are 
incorrectly blamed for the 
failure of others.

The failure, by EESP, to 
accept common cause and 
the spending of hundreds 
of thousands of Rand to try 
to implement the Zandvlei 
Estuary Management Plan, 
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Month 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Jan 13 2.5 0.5 7 24 10.5 35

Feb 16 6 7 1.5 7.5 29

Mar 5.5 1 9.5 10.5 33.5 19.5

Apr 13.5 34.5 20.5 28 63.5 61.5

May 91.5 101 181 85 54.5 115

Jun 125 132 111 117 116 212

Jul 224 140 55 31 124 57.5

Aug 123 119 38.5 68 191 223

Sept 179 65.5 26.5 42 62 85

Oct 22 43 32.5 22.5 27.5 23.5

Nov 57.5 103 31 30.5 13 114

Dec 16.5 8 18.5 29 1 5
TOTAL 888 756 533 575 558 957

Park Island Rainfall Records

when it was clearly not fit for 

purpose, has to be compared 

to City Parks who, despite 

budget cuts and staff cuts, 

have still tried to perform.

If those councillors, who were 

present and spoke at the last 

AGM, wish to explain the 

failure of the City to properly 

respond, they are welcome to 

address the forthcoming AGM.

For the last of my whinges, 

would those members and 

residents who feel that the 

Association is a specific 

and mute servant to their 

individual needs please 

understand that it is easier 

and more expedient to pick 

up the piece of litter outside 

their home than to demand 

that ‘the Association respond 

immediately’ – that was only 

possible in a long gone era.

Finally, again my thanks to all 

concerned in taking care of 

the exceptional area in which 

we live – a genuine ‘A place 

to live and a place to play’. 

There is plenty of room for 

more to help - if we had to 

pay fot it, we could not afford 

it.

Bob Craske

For several years, Carol Hutton served with her late husband 

Charles, as the street rep for Park Island Quays.  Their duties 

were wide-ranging as they took on much more than just the 

standard street rep responsibilities.  As Carol has recently 

resigned as the street rep, we take this opportunity to extend 

heartfelt thanks to her for all the years of unselfish toil that 

were put in doing the voluntary duties that are required.  

Thanks also for always offering to go the extra mile, this was so 

much appreciated.

To the new Park Island Street Rep, taking over from Carol, a 

welcome is extended to June McSporran!  Thanks for accepting 

the post June!

Welcome to Barbara Du Bois who also very recently offered her 

services as the street rep for the top of Eastlake Island Way.

To the team of street reps who have served for many years and 

those who joined during 2013, a warm Thank You is extended 

to you.

Please send me an email should you have any questions 

uppercrustem@gmail.com, or stop by for a chat.

Elaine Meyer   

Street Reps

Home owners and their tenants are reminded 
of this particular section of our Design Manual 
– council insert.

Corrugated iron, barbed wire and 
prefabricated walling are prohibited subject 
to the proviso that the Committee in it’s sole 
discretion and subject to the terms and 
specification imposed by it, is authorised to 
permit the use of pebble finish pre-cast walls 
for boundary walls within erf 93663 Cape Town 
at Muizenberg known as San Marina.

To install vibracrete walls, of any description, 
elsewhere in the Marina will be a costly 
mistake.

BURGER DENTAL 

Dentistry for the whole family

 
 

 

Muizenberg Medical Square 
50 Main Rd, Muizenberg 

T: 021 788 8685 
Medical Aid and Credit Cards Welcome 

Design Manual
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Nature watch
When Muffy the mutt was usurped by 
the toad.

Walking into the kitchen one evening I noticed a presence 
in Muffy’s place where the cupboards meet to form a warm, 
safe corner.   Snuggly backed against the cupboards wasn’t 
my West Highland terrier but a leopard toad.  With two 
lively and curious dogs, toad had to go for its own safety.  
Luckily the dogs were not in  the kitchen so I hastily closed 
the doors leading to the rest of the house, chose a soft 
long-handled broom and swept the toad into the kitchen 
yard.  Ten minutes later the stubborn little amphibian was 
back.  This time it was swept out and the door to the yard 
firmly closed.  It was closed all that evening and the whole 
of the next day and that was the end of the toad’s visits.  
I’d have liked to take a photograph and get to know it 
better - but so too would the dogs.     
Maureen Viviers   

Pedal Boats: 
Sales, Repairs, Cleaning & servicing 

Sales & servicing of outboard motors and all 
Marina craft

Ph Tony 021 788 7178 or 083 538 9303/

Servicing Marina boats since 1995
Marina Craft 

WHY FINE & COUNTRY

 International Brand
 Reputation for Professional Service
 Top quality presentation of your property
 Comprehensive analysis of current market 

conditions
 Guidance on compliance issues
 Customized marketing plan

WHY ANGELA MUSKETT

 Personal Service
 Resident in the area
 Sales Success

Angela Muskett
Property Consultant
072 341 4583 / angelamuskett@fineandcountry.com

DECEMBER1985

Father Christmas
May Hill has told us about the magical, never-to-be-
forgotten sight of Father Christmas arriving by boat 
at the Cape St. Francis Marina; he arrives in the late 
evening and produces a present for the wide-eyed 
child who is waiting on the jetty or whatever suitable 
point of landing is selected. It seems a delightful idea 
and would surely make a wonderful memory for a 
Marina child to look back on down the years. If we 
manage this scheme it will probably focus on the 
northern marina were there are more young people 
but we’d like to hear from any parents who expect 
to be here on Christmas Eve or Christmas morning. 
Telephone Maud Beamish before 15th December 
please.

An extract from an old Marina newsletter



4

Marina Da Gama Garden Club
What can one say about the Marina Da Gama Garden Club; that 
erudite green oasis amid the arid wind-scoured terrain of the 
Cape salt flats? The club members gather at San Marina Club 
House, once a month (on the first Wednesday of the month, at 
9:30 am). There, they discuss, amongst other things, the arcane 
mysteries and deviant practices of mulching and composting, 
whilst partaking of tea or coffee, and mouthwatering snacks, 
prepared by some of their own number.

Each month, a speaker, who has been gently coerced into it, 
gives a talk or demonstration about something in their field 
of expertise. They are usually local scientists, gardeners, 
farmers, or business people who have concepts or products to 
present, and knowledge to impart. Everything garden related is 
covered, from the gentle art of flower arranging, to methods of 
composting dog pooh. (I kid you not!)

We also organise several trips to sites of gardening interest 
or ecological significance each year; nothing too strenuous or 
muddy, of course.

Have you ever wanted to know:

Why a pig is good for soil?

Where can I find this beautiful plant?

What is this weird looking plant?

How can I arrange such very short-stemmed flowers?

Who can tell me about succulents?

When should I mulch my Portulacas?

If you have ever wanted to know the answer to any of these (or 
similar) questions, the Garden Club is for you!

Martyn Bradbury
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We have received many queries 
about pondweed, pondweed 
harvesting and its effect on 
great crested grebes. This 
article is intended to answer 
these queries. I hope it will be 
informative. 

Pond weed at 
Zandvlei

Stuckenia pectinata, 
commonly referred to as pond 
weed, is a cosmopolitan but 
locally indigenous water plant 
commonly seen in Zandvlei. It 
tends to grow slowly through 
early summer, quickly in late 
summer, and detaches from 
the roots and dies off during 
April, May and June. It is of 
great ecological importance 
as habitat and cover for a 
variety of vertebrate and 
invertebrate species. It 
also supplies material and 
substrate for nest building 
for water fowl such as Red-
knobbed coots and Great 
Crested Grebes. 

Unfortunately, Zandvlei has 
changed over the years. 
Urbanization has taken its 
toll in the form of physical 
changes to the estuary and 
the catchment, and additional 
chemical inputs, particularly 
in the form of excess nitrates 
and phosphates. The physical 
changes, particularly the 
presence of the weir at the 
mouth, have also reduced 
the effectiveness of flushing 
and have therefore reduced 
the output of nitrates and 
phosphates. 

These nutrients are constantly 
increasing and have been for 
many years. The build-up 
of nutrients tends to cause 
the pondweed growth rate 
to increase in kind. If left 
uncontrolled, it now inhibits 
recreation and flow and 
becomes a general nuisance. 

Pondweed 
Management

The managing authority at 
Zandvlei therefore has to 
control pondweed. We do this 
by means of the Kingfisher, a 
10 ton harvesting vessel. Most 
of you will know the vessel 
and Isgaak Crombie the driver. 

Harvesting is governed 
by a protocol written by 
the Zandvlei Estuarine 
Management Forum (ZEMF), 
which includes reserve 
management. It includes 
a rotation schedule in the 
Marina interspersed with 
harvesting in the main vlei for 
sporting events. The schedule 
is decided on in August at the 
start of the season. 

We may deviate from the 
schedule for the following 
reasons:

1. Pondweed is severely 
hampering flow.

2. Pondweed has grown 
so densely that it is 
beginning to reintroduce 
significant amounts of 
nutrients to estuary.

3. Pondweed is severely 
hampering recreation.

Unscheduled changes in 
water level may be a cause 
of the above situations. Small 

deviations will also be made 
where birds are nesting or 
where boats are parked in 
front of properties. Both are 
given wide births. 

The schedule allows for each 
part of the estuary, aside from 
the pondweed reserve in the 
north, to be cut seven times 
per annum in accordance 
with the recommendations 
of Dr Bill Harding in his study 
on pondweed at Zandvlei. 
A pondweed reserve in the 
northern reaches of 30% of 
the total weed coverage is 
left uncut, also in accordance 
with his study. 

Residents should note that a 
two metre strip of water in 
front of their houses is in fact 
their property and so is their 
responsibility to maintain 
to their own standards and 
preferences.

Great Crested Grebes 
and Pondweed

We have had several questions 
about the Great Crested 
Grebe (Podiceps cristatus) 
and how its population relates 
to pondweed. The Great 
Crested Grebe is one of the 
species that makes extensive 
use of pond weed. Pondweed 
is a natural nursery for small 
fish and is therefore used as 
a larder by the grebe. It also 

uses the pondweed as both 

substrate and material for 

building nests. 

Several people have suggested 

that in canals that have very 

little pondweed, artificial 

nesting structures may fill the 

same role for Great Crested 

Grebes. There is at present no 

literature available that sheds 

light on whether this would 

be successful, and may be an 

interesting research project. 

It is however doubtful whether 

such structures would be 

used as they provide only the 

substrate required for nesting, 

not the nest materials, nor 

the abundant food source that 

pondweed provides. 

It is our opinion that Great 

Crested Grebes in Zandvlei 

are dependent on the 

combination of open water 

and pondweed. Although we 

do have a 30% reserve in the 

north of the estuary, it is too 

windy and wavy for nesting. It 

may be prudent to allow some 

small clumps of pondweed 

to remain in the marina for 

nesting purposes. Food for 

thought…

Joshua Gericke
Reserve manager, Zandvlei 

Nature Reserve

NOTeS ON NATuRe: 
Pondweed and Great Crested Grebes
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MARICA JOLeS
083 779 6524

Tel/Fax: 021 788 1501
P.O. Box 364, Muizenberg

www.birdspikes.biz

In 1978 my parents made a 
wonderful decision: to sell 
our house in Pinelands and 
move to Eastlake Island, 
Marina da Gama.  I was 
only 8 years old.  It felt like 
we’d won the lottery.  Every 
afternoon, weekend and 
school holiday could now be 
devoted to fishing, boating, 
bicycling, swimming.  I could 
canoe to friends’ houses, or 
even swim there.  I travelled 
the waterways seeking out 
the best fishing spots, always 
hoping to land The Big One.  
Only once did I get close.  
Standing on the bridge leading 
to Eastlake Island I made the 
unusual decision to fish with 
an octopus lure.  I hooked a 
fish so enormous I was only 
able to get it’s black shadow 
to a foot below the surface 
before it snapped my line like 
dental floss.

My fishing-crazed friends 
and I used to stand for hours 
on the foot bridge linking 
Eastlake and Park Islands.  If 
we got lucky we’d see the 
submarine shapes of man-
length fish passing deep in the 
water below.  Then we’d run 
to meet the Weed Eater with 
it’s fresh harvest of treasure.  
We’d submerge ourselves in 
its hoard of weeds to search 
for fish struggling for their last 
breaths.  

In twos, threes or packs we 
Marina kids had whole islands 
to ourselves.    Park Island 
was only sparsely dotted 
with houses, most of them 
still under construction. They 
made excellent locations 
for Star Wars re-enactments 
(the movies were fresh in our 
young minds despite having 
to stay up late to watch them 
at the Drive-In).  We’d battle 
it out with improvised Light 
Sabers and Lazer Guns, the 
loot being the small coin-
sized metal discs we’d prise 

out of the recently installed 
electrical boxes.  Since these 
discs were the exact same size 
as 20c coins it was rumored 
that you could use them in 
the Pac Man machines in the 
Portuguese Cafes on Main 
Road, Muizenberg.  I never 
met anyone who actually 
got a free game of Pac Man 
(probably because they 
weren’t the right weight) but 
that didn’t matter because 
we had more fun seeing what 
strange shapes they’d morph 
into if we put them on the 
railway line at the Albertyn 
Road crossing.

What is now the Park Island 
Bird Sanctuary was mostly 
dense vegetation back then.  
A gang of us kids spent a 
holiday hacking paths to make 
a bicycle motocross track 
complete with ramps and mud 
baths.  We’d all just seen the 
movie E.T. and half believed 
that if we could just ramp our 
BMX’s high enough we’d also 
be able to fly off on an alien-
powered adventure.

We never needed to be 
reminded of how lucky we 
were to be Marina kids.  We 
could sense it by the fact 
that Southern Suburbs friends 
always preferred to come 
to our house for weekend 
windsurfing braais.  We knew 
we were having the best 
childhood possible: Cape Town 
beats Jo’burg, and Marina 
beats the Southern Suburbs.

But all good things must come 
to an end.  After finishing 
high school I made the very 
difficult decision to set aside 
my passion for watersports 
(windsurfing in particular) 
and instead devote my life to 
travel.  I’ve often wondered 
how much my Marina 
upbringing played in honing 
my spirit of adventure.  I 
remember being 16 (my last 

year in Marina) and often 
finding myself paddling my 
K1 to the northern-most 
reedlands of Sandvlei.  I’d 
find isolated pools surrounded 
completely by reeds so 
high that even Muizenberg 
Mountain was obscured.  Here 
I’d let my imagination roam 
free: I was in the Amazon, or 
the Congo, or up the Yangtze, 
just me and the weaver birds 
whose nests almost touched 
the water.  It was on days like 
these that I decided that I 
would do whatever necessary 
to live a life without a boss, a 
payslip, rush hour, slow death.

So in my late teens and 20’s 
I travelled (usually penniless) 
all over the world’s most 
interesting continents.  In the 
end I succeeded in going up the 
Amazon, down the Congo, and 
across the Yangtze.  It took 19 
years away from South Africa 
until I figured I’d seen enough 
(for now, at least).  It was a 
hell of a journey.  It wasn’t 
all travelling, and it wasn’t 

all pleasure. Sometimes the 
necessities of doing business 
dictated I spend several years 
in large cities, such as Taipei, 
Kaohsiung, Shanghai and 
Miami (from where I’ve just 
returned).  I’m no longer as 
footloose as when I set off: 
I have a wife and two young 
kids now.  But that’s why I’m 
back: I can’t think of a better 
place for them to grow up 
than Marina da Gama.  It’s 
their time now.  They deserve 
bikes, boats, and big dreams.  
Thus the circle completes 
itself.

Steven Molteno

The Boomerang Boy
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Hockey news...

The South African Hockey Association has released the names of 
the national men’s team that will compete in a five-Test series 
against Argentina in Mar del Plata in March. A new cap in the 
team is Cuan Burton-Moore, the son of Peter and Viv Burton-
Moore of Park Island. 

Cuan attended Muizenberg Primary School and then went to 
Bergvliet High School. He has played for the Western Province 
age group teams since he was 14 Years old. At 14 he was chosen 
to play for the WP under 16 team.

Cuan studied at Stellenbosch University where he captained the 
first team

The team leaves for Argentina on Wednesday (February 19) and 
returns on March 3. Good luck Cuan and congratulations Peter 
and Viv!

ELECTRIC -MAN
ELECTRICIANS

est. 1980
Licensed & RegisteredCall IAN 

Cell: 082 441 3751
email: electricman@iafrica.com

PeRSONAL ATTeNTION, ALWAYS

Friends of Park Island Fund Raiser 

On 13 February we held a bridge and scrabble fundraiser 
at Elaine’s  Upper Crust restaurant.     A delicious tea with 
sandwiches, carrot cake and chocolate brownies for only 
R50 per head was provided  and together with our raffle for 
wonderful prizes,  an amount of R1 550 was raised.   Thank 
you to everyone who made the afternoon so enjoyable as 
well as those who sponsored our raffle prizes and of course 
to Elaine for always being there for us to encourage one 
fundraiser after the other for Park Island.     Watch this 
space for our next fundraiser which will be our annual 
auction!   

Pam Hepple

THE TV GUY
for

• PVR upgrades & extra view installations
• Satelite & Aerial Installations

• Tracing of Various Faults

• & Related Services

CALL MICHAEL ON 084-3139581 
or 021-7090871 (Marina resident)

“sunday times report 1998 – most honest & reliable technician”

Elaine Meyer, Vanessa Cross and Mary Newman

Rod Stewart, Vanessa Cross and Melanie Stewart playing 
scrabble

Pam Hepple, Georgie Tuckwell, Neil Braithwaite and Pam 
Davis playing bridge
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Christmas carols
            at the Marina

The magic was there again at the Carols gathering under the 
bridge spanning Park Island and Uitsig.  There were rowing boats 
or pedallas, moored in the canal, picknickers on the grassy banks, 
some spectators on the bridge. 

Ralph MacArthur, piper on the bridge played at the start of the 
carol singing, half way through and then again at the end.  His 
playing, along with the fine weather and unique setting enhanced 
the mood of Christmas and goodwill.

Paul gathered the children to the bandstand and led them 
through traditional carols and Christmas songs - Rudolph the red 
nosed reindeer a favourite in the songs category. 

Thank you Mike English, Master of Ceremonies, and all the other 
musicians and helpers:  Paul West, Rob Maclean, Dawne Haddad, 
Richard Mee, Bryan Jacobs, Ralph MacArthur, Elaine Meyer, Bob 
Craske,  Duncan McSporran, Gerald Musikanth and Peter Cawood. 

Maureen Viviers
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Jolly old Santa arrived just before Christmas all garbed in red 
with ho, ho, ho’s and a helper, dressed just like him, and a jolly 
young elf, who helped to hand out Christmas presents to Marina 
children.  

Thank you Peter Harrison, Dominic Young and Jenson for the fun 
and excitement you brought to the children.

Father Christmas
            visits the Marina
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I’m not sure what’s in the 
water at Zandvlei, but IYC 
seems to generate a huge 
amount of talent for a 
relatively small dinghy sailing 
club. Perhaps it is the narrow 
vlei - you can always see the 
sailors on the water and is 
provides wonderful spectator 
viewing, the long history - 
IYC is over 100 years old, 
dedicated members - always 
available to help out, or 
that the clubs ethos – family 
orientated and making sailing 
accessible and fun for kids. 

We are always proud to see 
our junior sailors regularly 
on the podium at regattas, 
but even prouder to see our 
novice sailors of all ages 
complete their first regatta 
and come off the water tired, 
but with a smile. There is very 
little which grows confidence 

more than conquering 
a challenge, especially 
one that takes you out of 
your natural environment. 
Everybody should be given 
the opportunity to enjoy 
this experience and Imperial 
Yacht Club provides a unique 
environment for children 
to challenge and develop 
themselves. 

The sport of sailing is unique 
- it is not one dimensional, 
static, exclusive and 
expensive. Rather, inclusive, 
multi-generational, co-ed, 
variable and inexpensive. 
Sailors come from all walks 
of life, but when taking to 
the water the rules of sailing 
and seamanship apply and 
no one has any privilege 
other than what the rules 
dictate. All are at the mercy 
of the wind and the water, 

and it is their skill, fitness 
and knowledge of the rules 
that build them to become a 
better sportsman and sailor. 
Out of the three components 
to competing in sailing (boat, 
rules, fitness), two of the 
three are completely free. 
The rules are available free, 
either online or from the club 
and fitness for sailing can be 
practiced anywhere without 
special equipment. Finding 
a boat has never prevented 
anyone at IYC from not being 
able to sail, somehow we will 
make it happen.

Sailing’s uniqueness is 
from its ability to embrace 
the physical, mental and 
emotional aspects all at 
the same time. Of course, 
you need to be fit to sail, 
especially your core strength. 
However, when crossing over 

from sailing on one side of the 
boat and switching and sitting 
on the opposite side of the 
boat, everything is swopped 
over, what was in your left 
hand is now in your right 
hand and vice-versa and this 
helps improve body control 
and coordination. There are 
the basic rules of sailing and 
need to be applied constantly, 
whether you are sailing 
recreationally or in a regatta, 
they after all the rules of 
the road for sailing. Also 
reading the wind and water 
conditions and processing the 
information, then responding 
by adjusting the rudder, sails 
and body position to maintain 
your direction all develop 
your mental abilities. 

And of course, there are the 
times when nothing seems to 
be working and it feels like you 

The Sailing Life at Imperial Yacht Club

Local sailors aim for Youth Olympics 2014

Two local sailors, Calvin Gibbs (Lakeside) and Dylan Long (Marina da Gama), both from Wynberg Boys’ High, have been 
selected to campaign for the Youth Olympic Games which take place at Nanjing in China later this year. Their first step 
is to qualify by competing at the African Byte CII championship on 21-27 April in Lake Garda, Italy. They have stepped 
up their fitness training and are spending time on the water preparing for this world event. Fellow sailor, Sonja Stock 
(Zeekoevlei), from Wynberg Girls’ High has also been selected. Three of the four sailors selected are from the Wynberg 
High School and follow a long tradition of sailing at these schools. We wish them best of luck and will be using IYC as one 
of their training bases. 

Calvin Gibbs Dylan Long
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ANDEV Painters

& waterproofing
Andre Fourie - Marina resident

Ph/Fax: 021 788 9011
cel: 083 275 5420

andevpaint@vodamail.co.za
www.andevpainters.co.za

eye-lash extention artist 
in the Marina offering 

special at R250 for a full 
set. Only quality products 

used, in a professional 
setting.

Satisfaction and a 
natural look guaranteed.  

For appointment 
call 021 7889040 or 

0745556435...

are failing. This is probably 
one of the most important 
lessons for youth in sailing, 
learning to fail. With learning 
to sail, you fail regularly and 
often. But each time you 
improve ever so slightly till 
all the components come 
together and they experience 
the exhilaration of being in 
control out on the open water. 
Capsizing doesn’t matter 
anymore, they have the 
confidence and can conquer 
anything!

As sailors improve they 
quickly learn to respond to the 
constantly changing elements. 
There is so much information 
coming into a sailor’s senses 
that it is impossible to process 
all of it all the time and the 
sailor learns to filter and 
prioritise the information and 
then make a decision on the 

next course of action.

These are all critical life skills 

that sailing has to offer. It is 

such a missed opportunity 

that most children only learn 

these skills later in life when 

they are in tertiary education 

or the workplace when they 

could’ve learnt it while sailing 

as a child a decade or two 

before any of their peers, and 

having maximum fun!

Sailing training is run regularly 

through Fergie’s Sailing 

Academy which has courses 

for all abilities and ages, and 

Linsay will also tailor a course 

for groups. Cell: 082 675 7856, 
www.imperialyachtclub.co.za/

fergie-sailing-academy

www.imperialyachtclub.co.za

admin@imperialyachtclub.co.za 

Damian Gibbs

Isgaak Crombie, the operator of the Kingfisher, on shore 
where the conveyor belt has discharged all the cut 
‘pondweed’

Cherry Giljam
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My love affair with nature
I was born in a country area 
of Northern Ireland in 1952 
and from an early age I was 
intrigued by the wildlife 
around me.  When I started 
school I walked about 2 
kilometres there and back 
each day and in Spring each 
year I knew the locations of 
every bird’s nest along the 
way!  I gradually got to know 
all the local birds, where 
they nested, what their eggs 
looked like etc etc.  One of 
the highlights of those days 
was when then teacher would 
sometimes take us on nature 
walks in the fields adjacent to 
the school.

Later when I went to high 
school in a bigger town it 
was there and back each day 
by bus and I didn’t have the 
same opportunities to enjoy 
the surroundings on the way 
to and from school and when 
I went to University in the 
city (Belfast) I didn’t have 
much contact with the natural 
world ….. and then came the 
reality of working life.

However, I never lost my 
interest and when I got an 
opportunity I would try to 
take wildlife pictures but with 
the technology I had available 
to me at that time the results 
were somewhat varied to say 
the least (and with film there 
were two major disadvantages 

– the delay before I could see 
the results and the cost if you 
were trigger happy with the 
shutter).   

Then came the revolution - 
Digital photography.  My wife 
bought me a digital camera 
and I could experiment 
– I could see the result 
immediately and there was no 
limit on how many pictures I 
could attempt (as long as the 
subject didn’t fly away!)

At around this time we started 
to visit South Africa (Cape 
Town) and this introduced me 
to a whole new range of birds 
that we don’t see in Europe.  
On our first trip a friend 
bought me a South African 
bird book for Christmas and on 
the front page was a male pin-
tailed wydah in full breeding 
plumage.  I thought, I bet we 
won’t see that one – I looked 
out the window and there he 
was – sitting in the tree in the 
garden just like the one in the 
picture!!

We enjoyed South Africa so 
much that we eventually 
bought a small holiday home 
in the Southern Suburbs – it 
gave us a great excuse to 
get away from the dreary 
northern European winters 
every December/January.  
I started to take walks at 
daybreak most days with my 
camera and I quickly found the 

best places to see and picture 

local birds and animals and 

found Park Island/Zandvlei/

Rondevlei/Strandfontein etc.  

One of my biggest challenges 

was the fish eagle – I often saw 

the pair at Zandvlei but they 

were usually too far away 

to get the perfect picture I 

wanted – I realised just how 

difficult it must have been 

getting some of those images 

you see on the fronts of 

photography magazines! 

I recently had a ‘big’ birthday 

and my wife presented me 

with a Canon EOS 7D and a 

100 – 400mm image stabilised 

lens – now she never sees me 

in the mornings when we are 

in Cape Town.  Park Island 

hide is usually my first port of 

call followed by Zandvlei and 

occasionally Strandfontein.  I 

have managed some better 

images of the fish eagle since 

I got the new equipment but 

the challenge is still there to 

further improve.  

I have just come back to 

Northern Ireland from Cape 

Town and I can’t wait for next 

December!!

Wilbert McIlmoyle
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Greetings, vleilanders all.
I’m delighted that fate 
chose to cast us here on the 
lively fringe of the Marina in 
December last year, and I’d 
like to extend my heartfelt 
thanks for welcoming me, 
my partner Dudley, teenage 
daughter Tessa, and young son 
Leo into your community with 
such warmth and hospitality.

After weathering the blistering 
summer temperatures and 
defiantly conservative mindset of a Bolandse dorpie for a 
decade, we pined for the laid-back coastal lifestyle we knew 
and loved. 

We also realised that work opportunities for a freelance 
copywriter/journalist/proofreader/editor (me), and web-
developer (Dudley) were not on the increase in our former neck 
of the woods!

Having decided to uproot ourselves and return to the wind, the 
waves and the friendly fellow-bohemians and eccentrics of the 
South Peninsula, it was at once strange (and yet comfortingly 
familiar) to be back. Initially, we felt like wide-eyed country 
hicks on tour experiencing genuine inter-racial harmony, and 
happily rediscovering (in my case) that I had carte blanche to 
“dress funny”, without raising eyebrows!

Just over two months later, despite the omnipresent electric 
fences, alarms and security guards, we already feel totally at 
home in this special little enclave, and confident that we made 
the right decision to leave “Hot-as-Hellington”. (Our happiness 
was only slightly marred by an unwelcome reality-bite, when, 

twice within three weeks, in broad daylight, we were relieved 

of our car’s battery, in front of our Eastlake Drive house, but 

we’ve wised up, and remain upbeat about making a worthy 

contribution to our new hood.

To Elaine Meyer and your congenial team, bless you for providing 

the social hub and safe haven through which we’ve met so many 

wonderful new buddies, and thanks to the Eastlake Centre 

businesses for your charming and excellent service.

Now that we’ve (semi) settled in, it’s time to start earning a 

living.  As a veteran professional wordsmith, I look forward to 

networking with my neighbouring lake-dwellers.  See you at 

Upper Crust.

Maggie Follett
P.S. I’m the one with the hat.

Weed 
cleaning 
2x10m for R100 

Michael Thomas 
0760502865

MARYANN BUONANNO-ASPDEN
Registered Counsellor

074 155 2644
Home consultations in the Marina Area

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION:

Self catering garden cottage. 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathroom - sleeps 6 people (meals can be 
provided if required). Private patio and use of waterside 
area.

Phone Christine 021 788 1709 or 076 898 1768

NuTRITIONIST AND HeALTH AND 
FITNeSS CONSuLTANT.

For all your health and fitness 
needs and resolutions for 2014.
Supplementations/eating plans/

training programs, etc.

 DeSIRee IN uITSIG RD, 
uITSIG -  0721024509

desiree@richorganix.com

Have anything 
for the next 
newsletter? 

We would love to hear. 
Send your story, pic or 

ideas to 
maureenv@kingsley.co.za
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VHS, Hi8 and mini dv tapes converted 
to DVDs and audio tapes to CDs.  Phone 
Mary Lou 021 788 7144

CONTACT:

Adrian / denise Latsky
082 574 6814 

Office: 021-785 8777
alatsky@mweb.co.za

www.latsky.co.za

Should you wish to sell, we offer your 
property maximum exposure through six 
property websites i.e. www.latsky.co.za, 

www.capetownestates.com, 
www.sa-property.co.za, www.iol.co.za, 

www.gumtree.co.za, www.property24.co.za, 
www.privateproperty.co.za 

SMALLS

Hydroline Plumbing
Matthew Melidonis
072 464 5565

021 701 8864

Fast, Professional Service
- 24hr emergencies
- Bathroom renovations
- Geysers & installations
- Drip fixed & leaks found
- Blocked drains

- Qualified & efficient

At a price that will leave you smiling!

Speeding in the Marina...
David Bristow, having tried 30 kph and 50 kph along 
Oudevlei Road, found 30 too slow and 50 a bit wild for 
that particular road.  He suggests a few judiciously 
placed speed bumps would slow the traffic.

 Then Eve Fritz’s came up with a suggestion which 
should pull at heartstrings and bring instant slowing 
down:  posters mounted on  long poles with wording 
SLOW DOWN and pictures of an old lady, with small child 
and dog on leash, walking behind a mama/papa duck 
leading a family of ducklings.  

These elements would be broken down into separate 
pictures of Granny with dog and ducks (sans ducklings) 
on one poster, Grandpa with small child watching mama/
papa duck leading ducklings on the second poster, and 
the third poster would have Granny and Grandpa with 
small child and dog on a leash.  One of each poster 
would be placed strategically on each island. 

Excom like the idea of the posters and we will get 
underway with them.  Speed bumps, sadly. have other 
problems.  There is a noise factor when vehicles travel 
over them and red tape delays.

Maureen Viviers

Printer, fax, copier & PC repairs. 

Ink, toner, printer and PC sales. 
Call Alton on 021 7012582 or 0835870084 
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NOW IN MARINA DA GAMA
SHOP 20, EASTLAKE VILLAGE CENTRE
EASTLAKE DRIVE, MARINA DA GAMA

TEL: 021 788 1888        CELL: 083 748 7123 (KEVIN) 
FAX: 021 709 0891        CELL: 083 522 4749 (ELMARIE)

Councillor’s corner 
Christmas and holidays are 
over and it’s time to look at 
our year ahead and review 
what happened over the 
holiday season.

In the latter regard we have 
had a bumper season with our 
beaches packed to capacity 
and the weather playing along. 
The holidays do however show 
that our roads and facilities 
are pushed to the limit and 
we must be constantly looking 
at ways to upgrade and 
improve these to be able to 
cope. The City services coped 
well and we were far better 
organised this year and whilst 
not achieving perfection are 
working towards achieving 
that.

Looking ahead the things that 
I appreciate are happening 
are that individuals and 
organisations are working 
closely with me to see that 
our area runs well. I am 
blessed  in this Ward with 

people who care about what 
goes on around them and take 
the time and trouble to bring 
them to my attention or deal 
with the issue themselves via 
the City Call Centre. Coupled 
with this officials in the area 
who deal with on the ground 
things are very active and 
supportive and often go the 
extra mile to make things 
happen. 

I would like to give you a 
couple of examples of real 
service delivery that happened 
over the last few months. 
Sunrise Circle has always been 
a wasteland in my opinion and 
I met with officials and asked 
that a sign be put up facing 
Baden Powell Drive welcoming 
visitors to Muizenberg. As 
always funds were an issue 
but I expected that 2 poles 
would be planted and the 
usual green sign placed across 
them welcoming people here. 
I was blown away when a very 
decorative wall was built 
and very nice lettering plus 

2 images on both sides of a 
surfer riding a wave. I have 
been promised that more 
innovations will take place on 
the circle and I look forward 
to these with anticipation.

My other story directly affects 
the Marina da Gama. I was 
phoned at just after 4pm by a 
lady who is renting property in 
Marina who told me that her 
landlord was way in arrears 
with the services bills and the 
City had just cut off the water 
and removed the meter. She 
has small children and was 
there anything I could do to 
assist. I made a call to one 
of my contacts in the Water 
Department in Plumstead and 
he said he would try to rectify 
this but his problem was that 
most of the working staff had 
left at 4pm. I had to go to a 
meeting at 6pm and whilst 
there received an SMS from 
the resident at 7.30 telling 
me what a wonderful person 
I was as her water had been 
restored.  This kind of follow 

up is really appreciated and 

makes me feel that my efforts 

are all worthwhile.

I receive a lot of feedback 

on these sort of issues and 

some people never come 

back to me at all and when I 

check a day or two later I find 

that the problem has been 

resolved. Whilst we do not get 

everything right we achieve a 

lot more in the Western Cape 

than in any other Province in 

South Africa.

Thanks for the support 

everyone has given me. 

It makes my job seem so 

worthwhile particularly when 

we get things right. Naturally 

we cannot please everyone 

but certainly from my side I 

try to achieve the best results 

I can for everyone and will 

continue to do so.

Councillor David 
D’Alton
Ward 64
082 798 9908
David.dalton@capetown.gov.za

Waterside holiday cottage for 2
Ph Ruby Ward at 021 788 3301.

www.capestay.co.za/kingfishercottage

The C3 system for reporting service delivery 
complaints or queries is now in operation.  Please call 
0860 10 30 89 or SMS 31373 or email Contact.Us@
capetown.gov.za  Your complaint will be logged and a 
reference number given for tracking purposes. 



Production kedesign
021 788 1110

Quantum Print
021 788 6243

I have lived in the Marina for fourteen years and
specialise in kitchen make-overs, built-in cupboards,

desks and free-standing units.

For a free quotation contact

Peter Felmore at 021 788-9700; Cell: 082 521 4102 For more information or subscription
details, contact Martin at 021 788 1036.

•	 FRIENDLY	and	EFFICIENT	staff
•	 FREE	deliveries	to	MARINA	DA	GAMA
•	 Discovery	Medical	Aid	service	provider
•	 Contracted	to	most	medical	aids
•	 Surgical	equipment	for	sale	and	hire
•	 Blood	pressure,	cholesterol	checks,	‘flu	

vaccines,	sugar	testing,	etc	available
•	 Specialised	Muizenberg	souvenirs
•	 Elegant	Nail	&	Beauty	Salon,	for	

bookings	call	084	661	0218																																
Week	days	until	20:00
Weekends	and	public	holidays	until	13:30

52	BEACH	ROAD,	MUIZENBERG,	7945
(OPP.	MUIZENBERG	PAVILION)

TEL:	021	788	8028/48		FAX:	021	788	1278

Making Muizenberg better
(since 1985).

Do you require, reliable casual 

or permanent staff or artisans? 

083 353 3743
Open Monday to Friday 7h30 to 12h30. Leave 

a message and we’ll get back to you. A free 
service connecting our communities

THE LINK  RECRUITMENT OFFICE 
and DROP-OFF POINT

VRYGROND ROAD, CAPRICORN
TEL: 021 788 5345 - CEL: 083 353 3743

LINK
CAPRICORN


